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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-377
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Daniels
Date of Introduction: June 12, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: June 14, 2012
Type of Action: Recognition of right to free exercise of religion
Bill Summary: The bill declares the City Council’s recognition that the free exercise of religion is consistent with the Constitutions of the United States and the State of Florida and declares that no burden whatsoever shall be placed upon the religious beliefs of people of faith, including with regard to places of public accommodation, religious worship or the use of religious facilities, or in matters of employment or the rental of real property.
Background Information: The bill’s preamble references the founding of the nation by religious persons and quotes from numerous Founding Fathers expressing their belief in a Creator and their understanding that religious beliefs and observances are a vital part of the American culture and governmental system.  The preamble also makes reference to the need to protect churches and ministers from attack, entrapment, defamation or ridicule, and objects to churches being forced by the civil government to act against their sincere religious beliefs.
Policy Impact Area: Religious liberty
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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